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Whilethe |CNIRPguidelinesfor EMF exposure
are based on comprehensive reviews of al the
science, thelimitsareintended to prevent health
effects related to short-term acute exposure.
Thisisbecause ICNIRP considersthe scientific
information on potential carcinogenicity of
EL Ffieldsinsufficient for establishing quantitative
limits on exposure.
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Whilethe classification of ELF magnetic fields
as possibly carcinogenic to humans has been
made, it remains possible that there are other
explanationsfor theobserved association between
exposureto EL F magnetic fields and childhood
leukemia. In particular, issues of selection bias
in the epidemiological studies and exposure
to other field types deserve to be rigorously
examined and will likely require new studies.
WHO thereforerecommendsafollow-up, focused
research program to provide more definitive
information. Some of these studiesare currently
being undertaken and results are expected over
the next 2-3 years.
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