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("when an activity raises threats of harm to human health or the
environment, precautionary measures should be taken even if some
cause and effect relationships are not fully established scientifically"
- OFL/ ETO — JULY 2007 Ontario Federation of Labour).
TRX RN DNY TTHRNNY GNTN .D°N2°0 *XIN DPWIND D’NN
D»PYoN NN JWNRD PN YW MYPpY 00’020 DPNINN
NYa0Y DoXN DAY 191 KDY NY¥D M0 JN2Y mMrooa
mMD0Y D10M NrYnY DPYYY DYTY DN D RIR NVIND
PNY T2 MTOP D’WAIN D?I0IN 2917 .DY0NI NPHRNI0ID
T2 10 MTOP DWIN D)I0NN TNV ;0201 NIDDN DIXY Yy
1212 DIOMRNN 20270 YW 1201 NIHON DPWRI Yy Y.
XON ,D7NN wp DY HpnY P XD D9 Pavidv ym
NP DNYNAN Y0 PN0N MYIN’NY IX DNNNONY D1INY
Nyown Yy mMma7 MXINT NPO0N MNINKD DIWA 1PN IN
nNoy DPNN NYMN .NPNYNO0M NPYTRN NYINNONIN
D2”W D17 DN PWp NNTIPN INRD 720102, My TN 212
PMOONY
NPYY 1NN PNNMOD0M YTINY OY MYTINN NPT NNT DY
MNNONNN.D?NN MR HY INWIND DYPN YY DWTN DAPN
nyown Yy 0IYWH NIPN RN DAY NTIPIY NYIN PWNIRD
JUNND DPPY 00270 NN NPOHDNN 171901210 YY MMNNONNN
MIMINRD DIVWN 927102 INMD ,NID0122 1Y 0 Yo 7
0’27 MNNY WX IWXR ,DYINN MPNTN PNIPY YW No*oNN
D000

=
2019 7207 - 12NN <2< 382 MM’V 24



Gaps in knowledge should be filled where possible, the report
continued, but in the meantime risks should be reduced."

* 1982 World Charter for Nature (adopted by UN General
Assembly) demands that activities which are likely to cause
irreversible damage to nature shall be avoided; and activities
which are likely to pose a significant risk to nature shall be
preceded by an exhaustive examination; their proponents shall
demonstrate that expected benefits outweigh potential damage
to nature, and where potential adverse effects are not fully
understood, the activities should not proceed.
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“In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach
shall be widely applied by states according to their capabilities.
Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of
full scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing

cost effective measures to prevent environmental degradation."
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* People have a duty to take action to prevent harm before it
happens. If there is a reasonable suspicion that something bad
may happen, then there is an obligationto try to prevent it.

* The burden of proof of harmlessness of a new technology,
process, activity, or chemical lies with those who wish to use or
introduce it, not with the public or workers.

* Before using a new technology, process, or chemical, or starting
anew activity, people have an obligation to examine a full range
of alternatives including the alternative of doing nothing.
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 Bremen Declaration 1984: “damage to the marine environment can

be irreversible or remediable only at considerable expense and
over long periods and that, therefore, coastal states and the EEC
must not wait for proof of harmful effects before taking action.”

 London Declaration 1987: “in order to protect the North Sea from
possible damaging effects of the most dangerous substances, a
precautionary approach is necessary which may require action
to control inputs of such substances even before a causal link has
been established by absolute clear scientific evidence.”

o The Hague Declaration 1990: “will continue to apply the
precautionary principle that is to take action to avoid potentially
damaging impacts of substances that are persistent, toxic and
liable to bioaccumulate even when there is no scientific evidence
to prove a causal link between emissions and effects.”
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* 1980 IUCN World Conservation Strategy advises to "keep

in mind that in spite of present knowledge, what we know

about the biosphere, ecosystems and their interrelationships

is less than what we do not know. Consequently, it is often

difficult to accurately predict the effects of human actions.
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Prevention Principle and the Precautionary Principle
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* Decisions applying the precautionary principle must be opened,

informed, and democratic and must also include affected parties.
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o “The provisions of this Regulation are underpinned by the
precautionary principle in order to ensure that active substances
or products placed on the market do not adversely affect human
or animal health or the environment. In particular, Member
States shall not be prevented from applying the precautionary
principle where there is scientific uncertainty as to the risks with
regard to human or animal health or the environment posed by
the plant protection products to be authorised in their territory”
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